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198 WESTERN FOLKLORE 


e Have You Heard the Elephant (Joke)?—In the early West, old-timers 
would brag that they had covered the country and “seen the elephant.” In 
the West of the space-age, a mark of the initiated is his knowledge of the 
latest “elephant joke.” The following examples of these inane riddling 
questions were current on the University of Idaho campus during the summer 
of 1963; they were collected by members of my class in American Folklore. 


1. Why do ducks have flat feet? 
—From stamping out forest fires. 
Why do elephants have flat feet? 
—From stamping out burning ducks. 
2. Why do elephants have flat feet? 
—From jumping out of trees. 
3. Why do elephants have wrinkles? 
—From jumping out of trees. 
4. Why does an elephant wear hip-boots? 
—So he won’t hurt his feet when he jumps out of trees. 
5. Why do elephants have slits in their toes? 
—To wear thongs. 
6. Why do elephants paint their toenails green? 
—To hide in the grass. 
7. Why are elephants gray? 
—So you can tell them from blue jays. 
8. Why is the elephant wearing red teddy runners? 
—His blue ones are in the wash. 
9. Why do elephants float on their backs? 
—To keep their sneakers dry. 
10. Why does the elephant wear red suspenders? 
—So he can ride on the fire engine. 
11. How can you tell if an elephant is in the back seat of your car? 
—You can smell the peanuts on his breath. 
12. How do you get six elephants in a Volkswagen? 
—Three in front and three in back. 
13. How can you tell if the elephant has been in the refrigerator? 
—His footprints will be in the cottage cheese. 7 
14. Why can’t the elephants ride tricycles? 
—They don’t have a little finger to push the bell with. 
15. How is an elephant like a piece of toast? 
—Neither one can ride a bicycle. 
16. Why do elephants have short tails? 
—So they won’t tangle when they dance backwards. 
17. Why does an elephant have a trunk? 
—Because he couldn’t find a suitcase big enough. 
18. What did Tarzan say when he saw the elephants coming with their dark 
glasses on? 
—Nothing; he didn’t recognize them. 
19. How do you capture elephants? 
—Put up a sign, “Water for Elephants.” The elephants will gather around 
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and laugh at it. Look at them through a telescope held backwards; pick them 
up with tweezers, and drop them in a bottle. 


JAN HAROLD BRUNVAND 
University of Idaho 


@ The Quadrennial Perennials——Every four years, the United States engages 
in the ritual of a political campaign for a national election and every four 
years, the candidates are celebrated and/or defamed by children’s street 
rhymes. The practice is not new, by any means. In 1888, Grover Cleveland 
had to withstand the faintly libelous ditty. 


Ma, Ma, where’s my pa? 
Gone to the White House, ha-ha-ha.! 


Eight years later, the social habits of the presidential candidates were com- 
pared in 


McKinley drinks soda water; 
Bryan drinks rum. 
McKinley is a gentleman; 
Bryan is a bum. 


And after the campaign, the children chanted. 


McKinley’s in the White House 
Kissing all the ladies. 

Bryan’s in the backhouse 
Washing nigger babies.? 


By 1940, the invective was more personal: 


Roosevelt’s a Jew; Wallace is a thief. 
Put them in the White House; then go on relief.? 


Four years later, children (presumably New Dealers) crowed 


Roosevelt’s in the White House, 
Waiting to be elected. 

Dewey’s in the trash can, 
Waiting to be collected.* 


* Collected by Alice O’Brien in 1960 from Dr. Clive Warner of Santa Monica, California, who 
remembered it from his childhood. 

*Iona and Peter Opie, The Lore and Language of Schoolchildren (Oxford, Oxford University 
Press, 1951), p. 349, cite a variant of this collected by Dorothy Howard in New Jersey appropriate 
to the 1936 presidential race. Roosevelt is “talking to,” not kissing, the ladies and Landon is in the 
“back yard” bathing the children. 

* Collected by John Black in 1960 from Frank Foulks of Ventura County, California. 

‘The Opies again cite a variant collected by Mrs. Howard which has Willkie in the garbage 
can. 
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